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September 


of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut 1961 


CIRCULAR. 


Rev. ano Dear Smr :— 


Tam informed by the Publisher of the © Catenpan” that the patronage which the Paper 
now reccives is so limited as hardly to defray the necessary expenses of publication ; and that unless new 
Subscriptions can be soon obtained, he will be compelled to transfer his list of subscribers to some other 
Periodical of the Church, Having proved itself to be an important auxiliary in the maintenance of sound 
Doctrine, and in the diffusion of useful Reheions Intelligence through the Diocese, I trust you will concur 
with me in feeling that its discontinuance would be not only asad privation, but would also be a fruitful 
source of positive evil. ‘To whatever Journal the Publisher might transfer his list of subscribers, we can 
hardly expect to find a Paper so fully in harmony with the sentiments of the Diocese as the “Calendar.” 
And whatever new Journal might be introduced in its place, many would soon become dissatisfied with it, 
and would transfer their patronage to other Journals, whose Agents would not be slow in urging them 
upon their notice, Such a varicty of religious Newspapers, (some of which might be expected to prove 
ultra, or defective, in their doctrinal teaching) could hardly fail to divide and distract the minds of the 
members of our Church, and to mar that unity and harmony of sentiment, which has hitherto so happily 
characterized our Diocese. Every Clergyman can perceive what would be the effects of such a state of 
things in his own particular Parish, 

I may also call your attention to the great local conveniences of a Diocesan Paper; not only as a medi- 
um of communication between the Bishop and the Clergy, but as a vehicle of intelligence by which every 
part of the Diocese may be informed of the Religious and Missionary efforts which are put forth in every 
other part of it. We have so long enjoyed the benefit of a paper under our own auspices, that I amsure 
we should not long be content with the Papers of other Dioceses; but after suffering the evils of such 
a state of things for atime, we should be impelled by the general voice again to establish a Journal of our 
own, Suchan effort must be made at far greater cost and trouble than would now be required to place 
the “Calendar” on a firm foundation. 

The present reduced patronage of the Calendar has been occasioned by a gradual dropping off of 
subscribers, (which I suppose is attendanton all Periodicals of the kind) aud the loss is scattered through- 
outthe Diocese. Now, the price has been fixed so low that the Publisher cannot afford to send Agents 
to glean subscribers through so extensive a field. He may visit a few of the larger Parishes in person, 
but if the Calendar is to be sustained we must rely on the zeal of the Clergy individually. © The raising 
of three or four hundred additional subscribers is a small burden, when divided among so many; and L 
earnestly hope that no Clergyman will shrink from so good a work—cither personally, or through the me- 
dium of a proper Agent appointed by himself, It is necessary that lists of the wew subscribers should be 
returned tothe Publisher with as little delay as possible. 


Commending this matterte your attention, with especial earnestness, 


I remain, very affectionately, 
Your Friend and Brother, 


T. C. BROWNELL, Bishop of the Diecese of Connecticut. 


Harrrorp, February Ist, 1849. 
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3 
At a CONVENTION of Lay-Detzecarrs from feveral of the 
Epifcopal Societies in the State of Conneticut, holden at 


New-Haven, on the fixth Day of June, 1792. 


JOHN WOOSTER, Efg. in the Chair. 


HIS convention being deeply imprefied with the neceffity of contribut- 

ing towards the fupport of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Seabury, Bithop of Con- 
necticut ; and taking into confideration, that a few years fince, a convention 
of lay-delegates recommended to the feveral epifcopal focieties in this 
ftate, that a {um equal to one half-penny on the pound on the grand lift of 
faid focieties, fhould be annually raifed, for faid fupport. And taking into 
confideration, alfo, that many focieties through inattention have not alto- 


gether complied with {aid recommendation: 


It is therefore ftrongly and earneftly defired and requefted by the mem- 
bers of this convention, that the feveral epifcopal focieties in this ftate, da 
ufe their utmoft endeavours, to raife by contribution, or otherwife, a fum 
equal to one half-penny on the pound, on the grand lift of faid {focie- 
ties, towards the maintenance and fupport of the bifhop, the current year, 
commencing on this fixth day of June: And that faid fum be raifed in 


quarterly payments. 


This convention cannot but believe, that every good churchman, will . 


be defirous to contribute his quota, for fo laudable a purpofe. 


And as it is uncertain how great a fum can be raifed, according to the 
above propofition, it is requefted that the fum total of the grand lift, of 


the feveral epifcopal focieties, be returned to the next convention. 


The above recommendation, voted in Convention, to be fent to the fe- 


veral epifcopal focieties in this ftate. 


JON® INGERSOLL, Clerk. 


Tefte 


4 


The Constirurion of the Protestant Eprscopat Cuurcu 
in the State of Conneéticut, agreed upon by the Clerical 
and Lay-Deputies in Convention, and recommended to the 
feveral parifhes for their approbation and adoption. 


ART CT. HE Proteftant Epifcopal Church, in the ftate of Connecti- 

cut, hath, and {hall continue to have, (by the permiffion. 
and under the Providence of Almighty God) three orders of minifters, viz. 
Bifhops, Priefts and Deacons, agreeably to the inftitution of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. ! 

ART. 2. There fhall be an annual meeting of the bifhop, his clergy and 
lay-deputies from the feveral churches of the diocefe, on the firft Wednef- 
day of June ;—the place to be determined bythe bifhop. 

ART. 3: When the epifcopate of this church fhall become vacant, by 
death or otherwife, the prefbyters, deacons, and lay-deputies from the fevera} 
churches in the diocefe, {hall meet within three months from the time when 
faid vacancy fhall happen, either at New-Haven or Middletown, in order to 
elect a perfon to fill the epifcopal chair. And the time and place of fuch 
meeting fhall be notified by a ftanding committee annually to be appointed in 
convocation for that and other purpofes, by publifhing the fame in two, or 
more news-papers in this ftate, at leaft four weeks fuccefflively, previous to 
faid meeting. And whofoever fhall be elected by a majority of the votes of 
the clergy then prefent, fhall be confidered as duly elected, provided the per- 
fon chofen fhall be approved by a majority of the lay-deputies. 

ArT. 4. The perfon thus elected, fhall be recommended by both clergy 
and laity to the oldeft bifhop in the United States ; praying him, with two 
other bifhops, to confecrate to, and inveft with the epifcopal office, the per- 

fon thus recommended ; and upon the bifhop’s producing the deed of confe- 

cration, the clergy and lay-deputies fhall folemnly promife before Gop and 
the congregation, to pay him all that refpe€t and obedience, to which he is 
entitled by his office, and the Canons of this Church. . 

ArT. 5. It fhall be a rule and order of this Church, that the bifhop 
fhall vifit every part of his diocefe (at leaft where there is a minifter fettled) 
once in three years. . 

Art. 6, If any prefbyter fhall exclude from the holy communion any 
perfon belonging to his congregation, the pretbyter fhall tranfmit to the bifh- 
op, an account thereof within one month, with the nature of the offence, 
and the evidence by which the charge is fuppported ; and the fentence of the 
bifhop in convoeation fhall be decifive ; unlefs the perfon under fufpenfion 
fhould think proper to appeal to a council of bifhops. 

ART. 7. When ai election of lay-deputies is to be made, to reprefent 
the church of Conne¢ticut, in general convention, thofe perfons who fhall 
have a majority of the votes of the laityin Convention, fhall be deemed duly 
elected ; and the manner of electing fhall be by ballot. 

ArT. 8. The foregoing articles fhall be laid before the feveral epifcopal 
focieties in this {tate for their approbation ; and if approved by faid focie- 
ties, and a certificate of fuch approbation under the hand of the feveral clerks 
thereof be produced to the next annual convention, the fame fhall be contider- 
ed and eftablifhed as the conftitution of the Epifcopal church ii this ftate. 


Done in Convention of the Bifbop, Clergy and Laity, at New- 
Flaven, the 6th day of Fune 1792. 


SAMUEL, Bp. Connect. Prefident. 
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